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OPERATION PUTFOBM 



t ■ 



At 07001, 26 August 1953, the USS POINT CRUZ (CVB-119), Captain J.T* 



HA^^ARD, USN^ CoianaiKUng^ dsparted 3ase)30, JapEui, for Inchon, South Korea; 
to play a key rcHe in cme of the most umsiuiX opeira%i<m8 of Kcreati 
nar - the laownKnt of some six thousand Indian troops into ttie Demilitar«- 
Ised Zaae separating the Oommanist and the UN-controlled portions of 
Korea* Thus the U.S. Ibvy wta called on to play an ime^qpected role in an 
operation designed to speed the execution of the Armistice Agreerasnt be- 
tmen the United Nations and the Cosnanists. It seemed particularly 
approprUte that a ship attatshed to the tinited Nations Blockading and 
Escort Force should be selected for this role and tfat a seccaad ship of 
this Force, H.H.S. OCEAN, a British carrier j diould be called upcm to 
ccnqptLete the taedc tHA&a previous operational ctapmittiaGats required the 
POINT CRUZ to leave the area on 30 Septeiribor. This Force, under the coa- 
aand cf Bear Adoiral COiSEH, USN, is the niiK-i»tlofl# naval or^tii^ 
satlon that gave the Korld its first dsHonstration of aaiAl unity of ac- 
tion under the United Nations Coonand and played a key role in the active 
prosecution of ii» Korean ecnfliot* Now a ship from that Fotae Mas to 
ha'VQ an e<]uaXly nital part in a peaoefuX naneaver in support ot tiie saae 
United Nations* goal; and now another member of the UN - INDIA - was 
joiidng the team working to briiig peaoe to Korea, 

The background for Operation Platform (called Operation Byway by the U«S« 
Amv and Operation Fatang ("Kite") by the Indian troops imroaved) ean be 

*Au8tralia, Camda, Coluobta, Great Britain, Bepub^ cf KcTea^ the Me- 

j^erlands. New Zealand, Thailand, Itoited States, 



fo«al ift tlia reXuetancis of certain Chinese and KorUi Kcrean prj^tuwlis 
Wi^ to r(»tum to tlieir hcm»^ A prcblda that frevented title algb- 
Ittg of an armistice agre^asnt for oauoy inonth8« it -wae fiz^ally resclv- 
ed in iaid»1953 W ^® neeotiatorck at PainiuQj<su Ihe aolntion agreed 
on IAS simplet at the oonplstldn bt the. x«pstrla^ of aU «dlling 
f(X9f the unwilling cues would be turned over to. the Ccesnittoe for the 
Bepatriation of Prisoaerd of 'War (composed of 3bQdian, dNedlshy Swiss^ 
Cseeh ajnd PoldUAt roFretentatives) and aaofrded by 3bidlaa troqps idttile 
representativos of the priebners^hone go'vemnenbs atteiQpted to ''per- 
suade*' 'Uiem to return hcne* After a 90-ds^ <^'rsuaBlon*i 'period^ and If 
a fturther SO-day attesfit to decide their fate in a politloal confor^e 
failed^ these mn were to be released froa PCK status. However the eJce- 
eutloa cf this rantually agreeable program «as threatened by the hostili* 
tpr of Scuth XoreAn President Sjmgnan Bhee, i«ho announced that no &3diao 
troops wcuXd be piermitted to Xand in South Korea* This left the UN Com^ 
nand tdidi a «hol«e of abandoning the entire plan (and idth it a (fjdfik 
andstioe) or of :^?iding some nethod cf getting around Mr» Bhoo*s objeo* 
tions* The latter course was ehoson and thus the idea for Operation 
natftavt was bom* 

ths reasoning bddnd (^ration Platfcrm v&b slnplsi won the Indian 
troops into the soathern half of the Oendlitarited Zone (d<xitftiILod by 
the UN Coonand under the Military Amdstiee Comsission^ sxsA |^ by the 
South Korean GoTsmnsiib)} and then,' in aeeordance idih the Amdstico 
Agreenentf hiovo the PCH's into this sane area^ all vl'Uiout oohf Xiot with 
our South Korean allies* Although no one knew vAiether Hr« Rheo woul^ 
actually order his tjoops to attack the Indians if they wer^ ianded in 



South Eox^^ it M» thoo^ best to toke n6 .clHMQoea^^vSaEt- so 
ed to neve them into the Demilitarised Zone without touching jjfath Korean 
sell. This oould bo dene in tvo^viays: (1) up the Han Hiy.er estuazy and 
the JK^in river by boat, a possibility that was yery sbm abandoned. be« 
cause of low watisr and the dcnse^ent hasax^oas if not isiQposslblje mvl^ 
gating condLtlons invoXved| or (2) flying the troops Into the Zone, The. 
3Atter was selected^ d.n&, vitb no cbnventlooal airfields in existence ^ 
the seuthBm portlcn ot the Desdlitarisdel Zone, holieopters were the cb-> 
vioua solution* ^ ■ . 

As finally decided, then. Operation Platform was to be a "hop, skip and 
^VBO^" operation: the Indian troops would cciaB tc Inxjhcn by troop trai]v>- 
port, wctild "hep" to a carrier In the harbor lAa anil craft, would 
."ikip*' up to its flig^ dedc to board waiting holieopters there, 9nd 
finally woild "Juanp'^ over South Xcrean territcry into the sauthem por^ 
tlon of the Oeadlltarlsed Zone to the looailc« dT Htsi holding eanp for 
the priscnws they were destined tc guard. Participants in the opera** 
Uon «»re: six transports ^AdfAi brouc^t the troops to Inchf» - two Brl" 
tioh ships, EMEIRE TSSJS and IXninTARAj two Indian, JAIAGQE^ and JAIA- 
XmOl^l two Anerlean, M.S.T.S« CfflBaEUL CCOXINS and OSS MEHIFSEi - th^e USS 
FOX!ir CSUi i(ffM19)» the axnyts PIRST TRAimB^^ilXON ma AmTXOM . . 
BATTAUtON (PfiOV), HUmns im.ZCO!m SQi/iUinDV 161 

LIVSRY PLATOCAf, hotfh attached to the First l^rlne Diy^sicn ani LCUis froi» 
U»S* VenaX Fleet Activities, Inohon, to aove the, troii^ft ttom the tran*» 
ports to the carrier.. Hie efficiency and satoothness vdth niildi this 
team o^sated can be shown by the results? 6o6jl, Indian troops, wll^ their 
weapons sad padrs, pins sens oth^r perscinwl, moved sone 30 adies over 




DEGUSSIFIED 

water and llad in 1^). haXieDpt«]^ trips in 3^ dajm of operations wlUt* 
out tlB loss 6t a single man. 

J.t my be said that the aotlve participation of POINT CROZ in Operation 
PXatfctrm began with her arrival at Inchon early in the afternoon of 27 
August* Previously, approxiaiately half of , ths aircraft belonging to her 
attached Marine squadron ha$i been flow off to an air station in Japan 
to provide tbe addltirnal rooa needed for the planned operation* l2»» ' 
mediately after her arrival in Inchon^ contact las saade idth the Ccaonand- 
ing Officer of the Ist Transportatioh Amy Aviation Battalion, the of floor 
who was to be in overall coiraand of the hellcoi^er phase of the transfer* 
Arrangeiaests were made to begin brief It^s and rehearsals the f ollovdng 
day fcr the Amy and Hailhe pilot e who would be flying Uie helicopters* 
This was dene on Friday and Saturday, 26 and 29 August, when Amy and 
Ibrine pilots and heUcop^rs yi&re broo^t aboard, tba pilots ware in- 
structed in the proper procedures for landing aboard the carrier j pat- 
tems for landing and for holding ware worked cub| signals were arranged 
for control of the aircraft aii^roadiing the Alp and, on he^r dedk, vital 
3radio eomnunieaticns arrangements were wcx^ed out, in shorty all the many 
necessary details whldi seem so obvious but vAiich must be covered be- 
forehand if such an operation is to function smoothly and without casual* 
ty fron the start* As an added precaution, it was arranged that several 
landing craft, wruld be stationed in the harbor at intervals along the 
overwater fligjtet route, and those were sui^xLied by USS MENIFB3B (APA 202) « 

The transfer of Indian troqps was aceompli^ed in a series of ei^t steps. 
1* The troops were transported trm. their troopship to the oascrier hy 







2, The.:t»t.c^s Janrted from the LCU on a large float eecured 

to the port quarter cf tho carrier. Hew the twcps wuld aaaeajble, . 
>«ittog to coos aWrd. 5y a«ieirt,ilng tho t«>cp« on the float, over 
oroirtln^ ttid ecafwdon on the carrlor's han^r deck was avoided. 
3» Tho foot of the aecomodaticn ladder wa« placed on the flx»t and 
Pl^acing irtth eroa.^loat» les .eoured oirer the atepe. fiy Egging the 
accoBodatlcn UddeJ. in this miin,r, the angle of aecont not ao grxjit 
and the planking provided a better footing fcr the aoldi^w with their 
buUgr eqalpnanb, 

4- Once on the can-teri* hangar deck, the troops were split into grnipa 
of five. It might bo pointed out that the baaic lead for the Sikoraky 
heUcoptera (caUed H-W by the Ar«gr and HRS^ by tho Ifarines) involved 
had been f a«d at five men plus e^i^nent, or not ovpr 2000 pooad*. To 
facilitate this, an area i*aa roped off a»3 chairs were ar«nged in five 
ro»a of flvo each. In thia rpped off area tho troops were brief- 

by thair «m officers on ha^ to board the holicoptera, how to c^r^te 
the COS type Ufa jackets and What tc do in the evort; of an accident, ♦ 
aaUora and offtcara cf the carriar domonstrated tc toe troops how to 
get into the life- jackets and how to inflate them. As one groi^ of fiv» 
«oldiora wmld leave this area, five more wnild take thalr pUcoa. to 
thi»' way, fl%a groupa cf Hi* man each could be briefed continucusiy. 
5, After the Iriefing the troops were, taken to tiie flight deck on the 
carrier's fomrd e^^vator. By using the elewtor time and affcrfc wat* 
•avsd and aertoiw iijjariaa ware avoided, 
J,^ Onae on the fli^t deck, the troops wbuld wait alc«gatde the aarriarta 
^^^l^orj^ heUcoptora iK> l^fld, PaUaadea WBtti rigged so ttoa* « oa. 





aopy could be j^ced over this w&itisg 8tatlcn»as a prcteeticn against 
the rain. 



ling of eq[tii{»nant atid would Reiterate necessary precautions to be followed 
In £11^ as^ th9 troops boarded the helicopter. In fll^t the tro<^ . 



were relaxad gtnd enjoyed the experience « After the helicopter had com- 
pleted the over-^ter leg of the jdumey, the helicopter cretAn&n would 
assist the soldiers in the reincrtral of their Ufo jackets* 
6, Upon reaching the demilitarized zone, the heliccpter would touch down 
only long enough for the troops to dlsenibark and then start the return 
trip to the carrier vliile the troops received directions to their billet- 
ing area« 

On the morning of 1 Septeiriber the Biritish Steaner, EMPERE PSXDS, carty- 
ing approadmately 1700 ^fidian troops^ airiired at Inchcn and anchored near 
POINT GHUZ, Operation Flatfcrm was innaediately set in motion, and at 
1Q30 several Anay helicopters^ carrying life preservers for vae by the 
troqpSj arrived aboard the carrier « The first troops of the X90th, Indian 
Brigade, a group of 150, arrived at POINT CSffiZ at no<m« The first three 
helicopters on deck at 1220, were loaded immediately. The first one was 
of f at 12Z^, the thix^ 1^ 1226. From there on, operatic^ proceeded 
steadily and scuHsthly until 1715 vftten activity ceased for the day; On 
the first day, in sli^tly less than five hours, seme 437 Indian troops, 
with th^r weapons and eoclbat packs, wei% moved to the Demilitarised 
Zono in 89 helicopter flights wlthcut casualty or delay* 

1 

The lifl^ cf tro<^s brcu^t in by SMPIRE FBIQB was resumed the. next day . 



7» The helicopter crevman and carrier personnel would assist in tho hand- 




X 





and ccntxmed unbll ilOO of the 3rd« By tbc time ths tranaiport vf&B ready 
tor hor return trip, 170k Indian pereonneX tod been flom to the Demili- 
tarized Zone in 348 flints. After the Jrd., there vae a few days' rest 
for caririer and helicopters, until the arrival of the second of the four 
troop ships, the British steamer CIIKARA, on 6 Septeid>er« Unloading oper^ 
atlotis were carried cvxt on the 7th, and in nine hours 979 troops with 
weapons and packs were moved in 196 flights. Next tc arrive was the 
Indian Aip JXUSfMSk on 13 Septsnlber and was eonqpleted en the 15th. On 
the morning of -Uie l6th ths H9TS troopship (SSNERaL GOLUNS, carrying 267 
Indian troops, arrived at Inchon and the troops on beard were moved be- 
tween lOlOI and 1A13I* For these two ships, then, between 1407001 and 
I61413I, 1555 troops were carried into ttie OemilitarlBed Zone in 32d 



The final phase of '^Operation PJatform" consnenced at 2d06@d and was con- 
cluded at 3QQt330I after a total of ISSSi troops ted been transferred, 136d 
from the Indian ship JAUGOPAL and 455 from the USS HHKIFEIB (APA-202), 
in 389 flints. 

The whdle operation, which included the transfer cf Uie 6O6I Indian 
troops in 12^ helicopter trips, was accomplished in 65 hours and I9 
IniQutes with no injuries or accidents tc personnel or equipment involved* 



flints. 
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190rrH INDIAM BRIGADB 



EHP3BS: PRIDE ^ 1 Sdpbenber VfOk Troopa 
1. 6th Battalion JATS 

2« Dotaoteent ot 26 Qetmnl Hospital Men and Officers 

3. Force He&dqiarters Signal Unit 
4» Detachment, Indian Red Cross 
5* ' Headquarters Oustcdlan Ttxce 

Deputy Peaces Ccmrander Brigadier Qurbuksh lin^^ DSO, 

4. Headquarters 190th Brigade Staff Officers 

Connander Brigadier R«3» PalntaX 

DIIWARjk - 6 Septesiber 979 Troops 

1, 3rd Battalion DO®A Regiment 

2» DetachiDent of 26 Gemral Hospital Men and Officers 
3, Headquarters fostodian Force 

JAMDUBG& - 13 Septeaiber 0268 Troops 

1, 5th Battalion Rajpotana Bifles 

2» Detaohiosn^ of 26 General Hospital Hen and Officers 

3« Detaehiaait cf Force Headquatters l^gpal Unit 

hw Headqaarfcers Custodian Force 

(SHERiCt. COLLINS - l£ Sepbeiriber 26? Troops 

1. 60th Indian Fcrward Anbulence Unit 

JAIAOC^AI ^ 27 September 1368 Troops 

1. 3rd BattaUon OARBfAL Rifles 

2, Detachiaent of 26 General Hospital Han and Officers 
3« Indian Accounts Deprtnisnk 

4« nth Field Engineering I^t 

5* 1st Corp aiKH (120 officers and sen) 

MENIFEE - 27 September 455 Troops 

!• 2xA Parachute Battalion M&KAR/iTHAS. 

2. M^IH4R ibdiine Gun Battalion (om eonpanjr only) 
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OPERATION PUTPORl^ ULULfVOOII ILU 

&. Landing Cdrcle. 

Pilots will enter the landing circle from well afb of the 
Bhip. The landing cdrole will be a left hand olUptical pattern formed 
on port eide aft. The forward point of v^iich will not extend forward 
of the aft end of the fli^t deck. No more than five (5) helicopters 
will be in the landing circle at ens tiuB, Pilots wiU be eignalled 
in to land as thoy approach the L30 platfom, if a landing signal ie not 
received by the tljite tte LSO pJatform is reached the pUot will continue 
arourd the orbit for another approach. 

Plane directors will be stationed adjacent to their respoc^ 
tiv© landing spots and will signal the pilot to land by holding a groon 
flag aloft. A «»d flag will be shown i4ien a landing is not to be rode. 

b. Holding Circle. 

No more than five (5) helicopters will be in the landing cir- 
<ae at one tine. Tho sixth and succeeding heUcopters will fbra a rigt 
hand elUptical holding circle aft and on «ie starboard aide of the ship, 
the forward point of this oircile will not extend forward of the aft end 
of the fli^t deck. 

When a pilot reaches the aft end of the holding circle he may 
proceed across to the landii^ circle if there are less than five (5) 
helicopters in that circle* 

o« Landing. 

Upon landing each pilot will, In- so far as Wind conditions per- 
mit, keep the tail K>tor to port and the axis of his helicopter parallel 
to the holieopber next forward of him* 

Normally rotors wiU be left engaged lanloae In the pilot* 
opinion a dangerous rttuatlon precludes so doing, or unless he is otlier- 
wise directed to cat» 

Taks Off 

Take-offs will be mdo when the director signals the pilot to do 
80 with a green flag. Fly control will not give the -^rector the cobh 
mand to launch his heHcoi*er until tte heUeopter next aft has been 
loaded ani all personnel are cLoar of Wiat area. 

Upon take-off the pilot will clear «ie ahip from the bcw or«»e 
starboard side and take his departure from well forward cf the bow* 
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Enprgenclea 

All pilots will monitor the emergency *ajnnol at all times. When 
an ^aergency deirelops and a pilot requests an iramdlato landing aboard 
all other pilots will «iear the vicinity of the ship. Fly control will 
direct the lannciiing of all helicopters on deck vAien troops -snd other 
persomel havs been cleared off. Helioopbera on dock vdll not launch 
without aignal from the plane dlreotora. 

The ship* 8 rae*orwhal0 boata will be e<5Jlppod with pcrtabls radios, 
pilots should niako their intentions known to the coxswains if a water 
landing has tc b© mde. Otter crash beats nay be stationed on the 
rrutes tc the beaeh« 

CooDiunico.tions and Si^iala 

a. ^rdaro Signals* 

The "King" flag two-blocked indicatea to aiitoume pilots 
ttet the ship is ready to or is launching or recovering helicopters, 
"King" at the dtp indie ^.tes a alight delay in operations or th'^t the shij 
la preparing far heUcoptor operations. Pilots ahouLd remain in the 
landing or holding drcxLes. 

"EiiBrgency" flag two-blocked Indleates an enereeney in pro- 
gress. All helicopters except the helicopter in difficulty will clear 
the viciidty of the ahip. 

VThite flag at fly Control is a -tmal for plane directors and 
pilots tiiat plaites n&y be landed or launched on plane directors aignala. 

Red flag at fly control indicates tc plane directors and pilots 
to held latmdies or landings, i.e* personnel in danger, elevators lower- 
ed, fire, or other hazard to flight la present* 

Standard airport tower signals utilieing red or green li^ts 
snay be used to supplement the above signals* 
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